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As the survivors fled back over the Takkaze they were
bombed from the air and sprayed with mustard gas.
I did not hear of Imru again until the end of March, the
night before Colson left. Colson was in bed, his face white
as the sheets he lay in : it made one sick to watch him
struggle for breath. He was my greatest friend in Ethiopia
and I was sorry he had to go : he looked so ill, I wondered
if I would see him again.
I was saying good-bye when he told me something which
meant that it was all over. I was to tell it to no one, " and
that means," with a comic weak drawl, " no one,3' he said.
They had just received a telephone call from Gondar
saying that the Italians were only a day's march away:
that they would have to surrender because there was
nobody to defend the town. There were only five thousand
soldiers, and they at the north-eastern end of Lake Tana.
" But where are Imru and Ayelu ? " I asked. " That is
Imru and Ayelu/5 answered Colson. " The other soldiers
went home because they said they could not fight against
gas."
" It's getting the Emperor under the skin, too."
When the whole northern front was broken the 4th Army
Corps appeared at Selaclaca.
Let the 4th Army Corps stand as an organised and living
definition of Badoglio's northern offensive, in which it
never participated.
The 4th Army Corps represents the excess of Italian effort
to defeat the Ethiopians. It was, indeed, the final element
in the " indispensable pause" proclaimed by Mussolini
two months before Badoglio struck.
Badoglio, when he framed his offensive, was taking no
risks. Every Ethiopian army in the north must, if possible,
be attacked by twice the number of Italians.
Mulugeta's 35,000 to 40,000 by the ist and 3rd Army
Corps.
Kassa's 35,000 to 40,000 by the  3rd and Eritrean
Army Corps.
Imru's 25,000 by the 2nd and another Army Corps.

